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To all Oxford and District Allotment Association committee members and allotment holders
I have just completed updating the email distribution list of committee
members that I use for ODFAA newsletters. There has been quite a change
since the January 2015 newsletter so welcome to those new committee
members and thanks for helping keep Oxford allotments thriving. Thanks
are also due to John Lardner who updates these lists at each ALM meeting.
Since January you should have seen the annual report and agenda prior to
the AGM in April and the competition information and grant forms. We
organise and write the paperwork and OCC Parks distributes them with the
email invitation to associations about the ODFAA/OCC Allotment Liaison
Meetings. Parks send this to the named contact who is responsible for
passing it on to the committee. We encourage you keep committee member emails updated
where they would like to be kept in touch with wider allotment matters. OCC should be
informed of any changes to trustees and allotment committees on OCC land. We share our
database with them for this purpose.
This year there was lots of additional work in the spring and early summer associated with
updating our insurance.
The ODFAA committee members all work in their own allotment committees so we know how hard
committee members work on behalf of thei members but also how easy it is for contacts to change.
We try to keep contact so that associations benefit from ‘working together’. The ODFAA committee
consists of me, Wendy Skinner Smith (Chair), along with Ian Sheppard (Vice-Chair) John Lardner
(Treasurer), Tim Treacher (Competition sub-committee chairman), John Hastings (Minutes secretary).
We are elected by the AGM and are always looking for other members willing to share the load! Do be in
touch if you think you could help.
We had the allotment award evening on October 29th and we usually take this chance to send you
photos and news of this with other news/items coming up in the next ALM meeting.
Development of New Allotment signs
We are making progress with this. You may remember ODFAA had a grant allocation of £500 to develop a
new sign for use by allotment sites as so many were missing, broken or just out of date. At our last Allotment
meeting in September members viewed the sign. We have made some amendments based on comments at
the September meeting. This is, of necessity, an OCC template which must be used where the land is city
owned. We will all benefit if we order a job lot and we will use any remaining funding to lower the price of
one to each member association even further. We cannot re
design for each association. ODFAA/OCC will be discussing this at
their committee meeting on December 8th so please let Wendy
have comments before then so that we can finalise presentation at
the January meeting. Given the great price which we may still be
able to reduce if ODFAA and OCC make contributions we hope to
be able to re-sign most if not all associations in the city?
OCC Print shop price
Supply A3 aluminium sign £45 + vat each
Supply A3 aluminium sign with fitted channels and post fixing clips
£57 + vat each
Supply A2 aluminium sign £57 + vat each
Supply A2 aluminium sign with fitted channels and post fixing clips £69 + vat each
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Dates
These are the remaining dates for our 2015/2016 gardening year. Please send any pressing information
/ODFAA issues to me prior to the next committee meeting on Dec 8th. Please make these allotment
management issues rather than specific site problems. These should be raised as appropriate with
ODFAA/OCC committee members and officers at the network session prior to the next ALM meeting.
Attached are the minutes of the last meeting
..\minutes\2015 9 22 Draft minutes of Allotment Liaison meeting 22 Sept.pdf
The agenda and minutes will be sent to the contact prior to the next meeting. Please circulate
amongst your committee.






Dec 8th Tues 8.30am OCC Officers /Fed Committee
2016 Jan 19th Tues Allotment Liaison meeting 7pm for 7.15pm
March 8th Tues 8.30am OCC Officers /Fed Committee
April 19th Tues 6.30 -7 pm O&DFAA AGM /7.15 Allotment Liaison meeting

annual event apart from the competition open to all plot holders.
a talk on Soils .

ODFAA’s opening page in
our (rather patchy) ODFAA
archives. It shows our
registration as a Friendly
Society and our grant of £12
from the Land’s Cultivation
Committee. Records show
past history back to 1970 with
regard to the Oxford City
allotment competition. It was
then managed for a while by
OCC in 2008 returned to the
ODFAA with some OCC funding
and support. For many years
from 1919 ODFAA organised
regular lectures for gardeners.
Over the past few years we
have tried to hold at least one
This year it is fitting it should be

Please print the following poster page and put it on your allotment association notice
board. You could also print some for people to put in their windows at homw so we can
spread the word across the city’s gardeners.
It will be good to hear and be able to ask questions about the at we can all meet and
listen and ask questions on this critical aspect of gardening.
The benefits of improving soil structure for the growth of plants cannot be underestimated. They
include : “reduced erosion due to greater soil strength; improved root penetration and access to soil
moisture and nutrients; improved emergence of seedlings due to reduced crusting of the surface;
and greater water infiltration, retention and availability due to improved porosity.” Phew! Hopefully
we can all learn how to work with our often very different soils to make the most of our allotments.
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2015 is the United Nations Year of Soils

You are invited to an
O&DFAA TALK

Understanding Your Soil:
formation, function &
fertility
by

Chris Bird, M. Hort (RHS)
Lecturer in Horticulture
Sparsholt College, Hampshire

On Tuesday 24 November at 7.00pm
in the Old Library at Oxford Town Hall
Refreshments from 6.30

Free

All welcome
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Award Celebration for Oxford’s Allotment holders

Entrants in this year’s Allotment Competition enjoyed the presentation to the award
winners by the Deputy Lord Mayor of Oxford, Cllr Colin Cook at the Town Hall on
Thursday 29 October. Whilst Colin declared he was not a plot holder he was very
appreciative of the thriving allotment community in Oxford and aware of the benefits of
allotment gardening for individuals, communities and nature.
This is the eighth year that Oxford’s Allotment Competition has been organised jointly by the Oxford
and District Federation of Allotment Associations and the Parks Department of Oxford City Council. The
objective of the competition is to celebrate the achievements of Oxford’s allotment gardeners. The judges
were looking for plots that grow a wide range of vegetables all year round, together with seasonal soft fruit.
The emphasis is strongly on the quality of the crops and the overall productivity of the plot, and not on having
immaculately manicured plots, although most of the winners had very few weeds. There were 40 entrants
from 10 different allotment sites across the City.

The winners of the
Challenge Trophy, the overall award, were Bob Findlay,
Deborah Crawshaw and Harry & Hilary Fletcher from the
Cutteslowe Allotment Association. The Challenge Trophy
Shield was first awarded in 1970. All the winners since then
are recorded on the shield. Second was Johann Gutschtsca
from the Elder Stubbs Allotment Association and third
was Diane Cox of South Ward. Ten entrants were highly commended.
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In addition, the judges judged entrants in the Best Kept Allotment Site Competition, which 9 of
Oxford’s 35 allotment sites entered. The Alderman Knight Shield for the best kept allotment site was won by
the Lenthall Road Allotment Association. Second and third were the Cripley Meadow and the Spragglesea
Mead and Dean’s Ham Associations.

The Cutteslowe Association won the new award for the Most Improved Site.

There are a number of categories from which the overall Challenge Trophy is awarded. The winners in
these categories were:
Under 35s -1st Mantas Zurauskas & Justina Zurauskiene (South Parks), 2nd Killian Garrec and Emilie Clauzier
(Cripley Meadow) and 3rd Matthijs Jore & Susanne Mak (Elder Stubbs). We believe all the under 35s entrants
are students and are always delighted to welcome younger members to our allotments.
.

35 – 59 years 1st Graham Jeffers and his plot on Eden Drive. 2nd Nia and David Short of Botley Meadow and
3rd Andrew Stillborn from South Ward who was unable to make the award evening.
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Senior Citizen 60-69 years’ awards went to 1st Deisa Holden of John Garne Way, 2nd David Allen of South
Ward and 3rd Glenn James form Botley Meadow.

Senior Citizen 70+ years winners were :1st Richard and Jean Haigh, pictured with their plot on Cripley
Meadow. 2nd was Cliff Thompkins of Kestrel Crescent and 3rd Pat Mabbut from South Ward.

Four new plotholders, who had started their plots in this year, received awards for special effort. They
were Anthea Pierre and David Bauer (South Ward), David Parker (Eden Drive), Charlie Millar and Alison Martin
(Cutteslowe) and Amy Bilderbeck, Nancy Bilderbeck and Suska Weller (Pullens Lane).
Photos of all the sites, plots and awards from the 2015 Allotment competition are now on the
ODFAA web site. Do take a look as there are some wonderful inspiring plots.
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